
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

AGENDA 

MILIKAPITI LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, 23 MAY 2023 
 
 

 

Notice is given that the next Milikapiti Local Authority Meeting of Tiwi Islands 
Regional Council will be held on: 
 

 Tuesday,  23 May 2023 at  

 Milikapiti Boardroom 

 Commencing at 10.00am 
 
Your attendance at the meeting will be appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gina McPharlin 
Chief Executive Officer 
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MINUTES OF THE MILIKAPITI LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING HELD IN MILKAPITI ON 

THE 21ST OF FEBRUARY ,2023 AT 10.00AM. 

 

 
1 Welcome & Apologies 

1.1 Welcome 

                        The meeting opened at 10.25 am, and the CEO reported that Malcolm                    
Wilson, the Chairperson was an apology for the meeting. The meeting then appointed 
Thomas Puruntatameri to be the Acting Chairperson. 

1.2 Present 

- Councillor Pius Tipungwuti 

                       - Councillor Lynette De Santis 

           - Member Christine Joran 

            - Member Edwina Moreen 

            - Member Thomas Puruntatameri (Acting Chairperson) 

            - Member Jed Leach 

            - Member Trevor Wilson 

            - Councillor Jeffrey Simons  

            - CEO Allan McGill  

            - CFO Bala Donepudi 

            - Manager Community Engagement Bill Toy 

            - Manager Town Services Dave Ciosmak 

 

Minuter: Temporary CEO Allan McGill 

 

1.3 Apologies  

 

RESOLUTION 

 Moved: Edwina Moreen  

Seconded: Christine Joran  

That apologies from the following be received and leave of absence be granted : 

 - Malcolm Wilson 

 - Patrick Freddy  

- Roy Farmer  

 Absent without permission , Loretta Cook. 

                                                                                                                       CARRIED 
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1.4 Leave of Absence : Nil 

1.5 Declaration of Interest of Members or Staff : Nil 

1.6 Confirmation of Previous Minutes    

RESOLUTION 

MOVED: LYNETTE DESANTIS 

                  SECONDED: EDWINA MOREEN 

THAT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 13TH OF 
DECEMBER , 2022 AS CIRCULATED BE CONFIRMED AS A 
TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD OF THE MEETING  

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                        CARRIED 
 
 
 
1.7 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 13TH OF DECEMBER , 2022 : 
 NIL  
 
2 GENERAL BUSINESS: NIL  
 
3. REPORTS FOR INFORMATION   
 
3.1 2022/23  Local Authority Financial Report – 31/1/2023 
 

RESOLUTION  

Moved: Lynette DeSantis  

Seconded: Christine Joran  

 

2022/23 Local Authority Financial Report for the period to 31st January 2023 be 
received and noted.  

                                                                                                                      CARRIED 

  

 
3.2 ACTION PROGRESS UPDATE ON PROJECTS  
 
RESOLUTION  
Moved: Lynette DeSantis  
Seconded: Jed Leach  
That the progress update report be noted.  
                                                                                                                    CARRIED 
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3.3 REPORT ON INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
 RESOLUTION  
Moved: Jed Leach 
 Seconded: Trevor Wilson  
A. That the update on projects by the Infrastructure Manager for the period to 
February 2023 be noted. 
 B. That the Council staff involved with the removal and lopping of trees be thanked 
for their efforts . 
                                                                                                                   CARRIED 
 
4 REPORTS FOR DECISION 
 
4.1 MILIKAPITI COMMUNITY PROJECTS RESOLUTION 
 
 Moved: Lynette DeSantis 
 Seconded: Jed Leach 
 
 That the report be noted and that unspent funds be held over and not allocated until 
the next meeting . 
                                                                                                                   CARRIED 
 
 
5.1 TERRITORY DAY FIRE WORKS 2023 
 
RESOLUTION  
 
Moved: Lynette DeSantis  
 
Seconded: Trevor Wilson  
 
That it be a recommendation to the Council that the 2023 Funds allocated to the 
Council for Territory Day Celebrations be used at Milikapiti in 2023.  
 
                                                                                                                 CARRIED 
 
MEETING CLOSED AT 11.10AM 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 2.1 

TITLE Menzies 

REFERENCE 247737 

AUTHOR Gina McPharlin, Chief Executive Officer         
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Ear and hearing issues are a big problem in remote communities across the Northern 
Territory. Sick ears and bad hearing means that children will find it hard to learn language or 
culture and do well at school. 
 
The Hearing for Learning Initiative (HfLI) is a research study conducted by the Menzies 
School of Health Research (Menzies) that aims to improve the ear and hearing health of 
children in your community to help them learn at home and at school.  
 
It does this by offering paid training and employment to people in your community to provide 
ear and hearing checks to children aged 0 to 16 years and deliver health promotion and 
education to community members and organisations. The position is called an Ear Health 
Facilitator. The goal is to work with communities to establish reliable, sustainable, culturally 
appropriate services that ensure every ear of every child is healthy and hearing every day. 
 
HfLI is being run in 20 communities across the Northern Territory and all communities 
receive the same training. Training is run in two-week blocks for three months, delivered in 
community. At the end of training, all successful Trainees will be able to apply for the part 
time role of Ear Health Facilitator (EHF) at the local health service. There is no guarantee of 
employment for trainees. The decision of who gets the job will be made by the local health 
service with recommendations from a Community Reference Group (CRG) and Menzies 
staff. 
 
In 2019, the HfLI presented at the Milikapiti Local Authority meeting, and the group agreed to 
participate in this research project. We have started to re-engage with the community and 
would like to ask again for your support for this project.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
We would like to invite Local Authority members to be a part of the HfLI Community 
Reference Group for Milikapiti, to help guide the project, recommend people for the 
training and employment opportunity, and provide feedback. We have already held one CRG 
meeting during a visit in May. Please see attached a consent form for those wanting to join 
the Community Reference group. 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
 
Our team visited Milikapiti twice in April and May to consult with the community and recruit 
trainees. 16 individuals expressed interest in the training and employment, and 6 were 
recommended by the Community Reference Group to participate. We will have one more 
recruitment visit in June (19th – 22nd June), and then we are hoping for training to run from 
July to September, with an Ear Health Facilitator employed at the health service by the end 
of September.  
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RECOMMENDATION:  
 
 
That Council please nominate a representative (or more than one) to join the 

Community Reference Group to help guide the implementation of the Hearing 
for Learning Initiative in Milikapiti. We would also hugely appreciate any advice 
on training and employing people in Milikapiti and would like to hear any 
questions or concerns you may have about the project.  

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Milikapiti Poster .pdf   
2  HREC 18-3264 Item 300 - HfLI Recruitment Brochure V3 16NOV2022.pdf   
3  HREC 18-3264 Item 305 - HfLI CRG CONSENT FORM v3 16NOV2022.pdf   
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REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 

ITEM NUMBER 3.1 

TITLE 2022/2023 – Local Authority Financial Report 

REFERENCE 247710 

AUTHOR Bala Donepudi, Chief Financial Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
This information is provided for information to the Milikapiti Local Authority to report on 
expenditure to 30 April 2023 for the 2022/2023 FY. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council’s finance section has prepared Finance report (attached) to be presented to each 
Local Authority. 
This format reports on expenses by location broken down to program and account category. 
Following a request from the Milikapiti Local Authority – comments to provide explanation of 
variations between actual and budgeted amounts that are greater than $10,000 will be 
presented to the sitting Local Authority. 
 
 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
Nil 
 
CONSULTATION & TIMING 
Nil 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Milikapiti Local Authority notes this report for information. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  MLA Finance Report as at 30.04.2023.pdf   
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REPORTS FOR DECISION 

ITEM NUMBER 4.1 

TITLE Milikapiti Local Authority Community Project 

REFERENCE 247711 

AUTHOR Bala Donepudi, Chief Financial Officer         
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
To get the consent of the Milikapiti Local Authority to undertake new projects under Local 
Authority project Funding. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Council has received $ 325,005 in funding for the last four financial years.  Projects 
worth of $ 283,314 have been approved by the Milikapiti Local Authority (MLA).This gives 
the Milikapiti Local authority $ 30,217 to take up new projects. 
  
The LAPF funds must be fully expended within 2 years from receipt of the funds or 
department may request unspent funds to be repaid. 
 
The MLA Community Projects Listing will continue to be used for projects and a new A4 
Approved Projects Summary will be used to focus discussion on the status of approved 
Projects. 
 
The Approved Projects summary has been updated to highlight the total funding received, 
Total expenditure, the balance to be spent by financial year and the total available for new 
Projects. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 
 
The aim of today’s meeting will be to present MLA in the information presented and get 
feedback from Local Authority members. The status and expenditure of current projects will 
be discussed. Any variations required to existing projects and possible unapproved projects 
will be discussed. 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 

1. That the Milikapiti Local Authority reviews and updates the Approved Projects 
Summary. 

 
2. Notes the funding allocations  

 
3. Recommends any new projects to Council for approval to proceed. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  MLA Project Listing as at 30.04.2023.pdf   
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